Phat giao

I6n manh hang dau &

Phan Trung Viét

Trong mdt nude vian minh vat chét, khoa hoc ti&n bd
va ¢6 truyén thong Thién Chaa gido nhu Uc ma dao
Phat, trong 10 nim qua, da ting trudng nhanh nhat va
diing hang du trong cac ton gido 1a mdt diéu lam cho
nhiéu ngudi khong khdi ngac nhién.

Theo s6 liéu thong ké clia Van Phong Thong Ké Uc
(ABS) ndm 2001 cho thay tif ndim 1996 d&n nam 2001,
sO tin do Phat gido da tang 79% 1én con s6 357,800
ngudi (hinh 1).

Néu x€&p theo sd ludng thi Phat gido cd sd tin do dong
hang thit 6 trong s6 15 ton gido 16n & Uc (hinh 2).

1. Su hinh thanh Phat gido & Uc. Phat gido thAm
nhap vao dat Uc tir trudc nam 1850, vao thdi k di tim
vang ctia ngudi Trung Hoa va An Do. Pay 1a giai doan
dAu tién tuong Phat va ban thd Phat xuat hién diu tién
& nude Uc. C6 thé néi Ia trudie tién & tidu bang Victoria
va sau d6 & phia Bic Queenland va Thursday Island.

Trudc ciing nhu sau thé gi6i dai chién thit hai, nude Uc
van 12 nu6c 6 da sO ngudii theo Thién Chda gido (ké
c4 Anh gido, Tin lanh, Cong gido) hon 80%. Cho dén
thap nién 70, khi lan song di dan ti nan tir cic nudc A
chau va nhét [a Viet Nam, da nang tin do Phat gido 1én
rit nhanh. Trong s6 lugng tin do Phat gido trong cong
dong ngudi Viét rat dang ké. Hién nay, cong dong
ngudi Viét ¢6 khodng trén 265 ngan ngudi, va c6 dén
65% la tin d Phat gido.

D&i véi ngudsi Uc thi sy tang trudng nhu the nao? Xin
don clf mot trudng hdp dién hinh vé s hinh thanh gido
hdi Phat gido & tiéu bang Victoria: Vao thang Tu nim
1953 (cach day 50 nam), chi ¢6 4 ngudi hop nhau lai
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tai mot can nha riéng, 1An dAu tién dé thanh lap gido
hoi Phat gido tiéu bang Victoria. Ngudi truéng ban tri
su dau tién va cling 1a ngudi sing lap Ia ba Elizabeth
Bell (nam nay ba da 91 tudi van con khde manh, hinh
bén canh). Cho dén nay, gido hoi Phat gi4do Victoria co
gan 10 ngan ngudi trong d6 cd trén 300 hdi vien
thudng xuyén dong nién li€ém sinh hoat hanh Pao. Tru
s§ gido hoi Phat gido tiéu bang Victoria & trén dudng
Darling, East Malvern. Hdi thuting xuyén t& chiic cic
ngay 1€ Phat (Pan sinh, thanh Pao...), m& cic 16p gido
1y va thutc hanh thién cho cdng chiing.

2. S& lugng Phat tu va cac td chifc Phat gido & Uc.
Do su phat trién nhanh s6 lugng tin d Phat gido ma s&
lugng Phat tw (Chiia, am, that...) di phai dudc xay
dung dé dap ting nhu cAu hanh dao clia Phat ti. Mot
diéu dang n6i & diy, moi xay dung chiia chién déu do
Phat tr tw nguyén dong gop cong dic. 0 Uc, chiing ta
da c6 nhiing ngdi chiia 16n ndi ti€ng nhw Nam Thién
Tu (& Wollongong). Riéng cong dong ngudi Viét, du
mdi dinh cu chua day 30 nim ma hién nay, chiing ta
da c6 nhiing ngdi chiia khang trang rong 16n & cac tiéu
bang.

Trong danh séch hién c6 trén mang Internet, § Uc da
c6 mdt td chiic Phat gido cho toan nudc Uc, d6 1a
Buddhist Federation of Australia (Téng hoi Phat gido
Uc chau). Bong thdi mdi tiéu bang ciing ¢6 hdi dong
gido phim riéng. Hai ti€u bang 16n 1o New South
Wales va Victoria déu c6 The Buddhist council of
NSW va Buddhist council of Victoria. Cong dong
ngudi Viet co hai gido hoi: Gido hdi Phat gido Viet
Nam Thong Nhat hai ngoai & Uc Pai Loi va Tan Tay
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Lan va Gido hoi Phat gido Vigt Nam § Uc Pai Ldi va
Téan Tay Lan.

Qua danh sach, chiing ta ¢6 trén 400 cd sG va tS chiic
Phat gido trén toan nudc Uc. Trong d6, § NSW c6 220
cd s& Phat tu va 8 chiic, con & Victoria c6 79 cd s&
Phat tif va t6 chiic gdm dt moi sic toc va cic mon phai
Phit gido (Bic Tong, Nam Tong, Thién). Riéng cong
dong ngudi Viét, § NSW chiing ta ¢6 22 cd s§ Phat tur
va t§ chiic, & Victoria; chiing ta ¢ 15 cd s& Phat tif va
td chiic. Néu qui dong huong Phat tir mot lic nao do
mudn thuc hién mot cude hanh huong tham viéng cac
chiia chién nay thi it nhit phai mét cA thang troi!

Vi con s6 Phat ti va t6 chiic Phat gido vira néu & trén
da cho chiing ta thiy su phat trién nhanh va viing chic,
¢6 co s§ hanh dao cta Phat gido & Uc.

Sép ti day, vao 3 ngay 20, 21 va 22 thdng 2 nim
2004, s& c6 mdt hoi nghi toan quoc clia Phat gido (The
Australian Buddhist General Conference) dudc két
hop to chic bdi: Buddhist Federation of Australia,
Buddhist council of Victoria va vién Pai HocVictoria.
Pay la mot budc tién mdi trong sinh hoat hoang Phip
va phd bién triét 1y Pao Phat.

3. Tai sao Phat gido dugc 16n manh & Uc? That kho
tra 16i chinh xac 1y do nao dua con ngudi di theo ton
gido ndy ma khong theo ton gido khic. Pic tin vao
modt ding t6i cao, mdt difc gido chi... [a mot dicu ky
diéu clia con ngudi. Mot s thi theo truyén thong gia
dinh, dan toc. Mot s0 thi gidc ngd, im thdy triét 1y hop
vdi tim thic cGa minh... Tuy nhién, khiach quan ma
nhan xét, chiing ta ciing c6 thé giai thich phan nao sur
tang trudng nhanh chéng Phat gido & Uc.

Phai néi theo sO lugng cho thdly tir khi c6 lan song
nguti di dan, ti nan A chau vao Ue. Ngudi A chau va
nhat 12 ngudi Viét chiing ta da c6 truyén thdng lau doi
theo Pao Phat. Mot trong nhifng y&u t& quan trong la
Pao Phat thich hgp vdi tAm linh va van héa nguti
Viét. Ngudi Viét cho viéc thd cing dng ba, cha me, 0
tién [ mot dao hi€u, dao lam ngudi. Nhiing ngudi tin
theo dao Phat, ngoai ban thd Phat con c6 ban thd ong
ba, cha me, nhitng ngudi da qué ¢8. Cho nén du trong
bét cit hoan cAnh nao, nhu & xa qué huong nhu chiing
ta, ngudi Viét cling ludn ludn duy tri sy th phung Phat
va 6 tién. Va ciing nhu stic manh tim linh niy ma
ngudi Viét da vugt qua moi khd khan, phong ba bdao
tap clia cudc song.

Con ddi v6i ngudi Uc thi nhu th€ nao? Theo ba
Elizabeth Bell: "Toi tim thily gido 1y dao Phat vé su
"KHO" clia con ngudi da gidip toi tim thiy su an binh".
Véi vi gido su Dzogchan Rinpoche cho ring: "Phat

gido da gilip cac bac phu huynh hoa dong va hiéu sy
quan hé giita ho va con céi. Chiing ta khong cim thiy
bi 4p luc hay kho chiu vi thiy ring moi su & doi déu
chap nhan dudc ci. D6 Ia s hai hoa trong cudc song!".
Phai néi Ia ngudi Uc hay Tay Phuong c6 diu 6c thuc t&
hon, nhung ngay nay ho rét thich tha véi triét Iy va
gi4o 1y Phat gido. Thit nhit 1a tinh khoa hoc va thit hai
12 gan ghi véi doi song.

Tir triét 1y nhan qui (cause and effect), luAn hoi
(reincarnation) dén tinh tir bi nhan 4i déu dugc nhiéu
ngudi ti€p thu chan tinh. Nhit la con dudng hanh dao
ctia Phat gido: con duting "Bét chanh dao", con dudng
ma Diic Phat Thich Ca da chiing ngd. Ciing cin noi
thém, Bat chénh dao 1a Chanh Kién, Chanh Tu Duy,
Chanh Ngit, Chanh Nghiép, Chanh Mang, Chanh
Tinh Tan, Chénh Niém va Chanh Pinh (Eight right
foldto enlightenment: rightness of view, aspirations,
speech, conduct, livelihood, effort, mindfulness and
meditation).

LAy ba diéu trong Bat chdnh dao dé dién dich th€ nao
la ding (right), ngudi Uc ciing thudng hiu "right"
phan nghia véi "wrong", ciling la "positive". Nhu vay,
mot ngudi mudn tim thiy sy an binh, hanh phiic trong
doi song hang ngay thi nén nghi tdt, noi tot va lam tot
(think, say and do positive).

Ngudi Uc va Tay Phuong ciing tim thay thich tha triét
1y khong sat sinh va con dudng hanh thién clia Phat
gido rat thich hgp trong thé gidi day riy han thii, chién
tranh va xa hoi bat tric, au lo nhu the gidi ngay nay.

Phan Trung Viet
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